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Science streams score low in IIT placements
Ighan Srivastava, TN | Dec 28, 2013, 12.52 AM IET
CHENNALI: The first phase of placements at IIT Madras is drawing to a close and while the numbers ar
encouraging for engineering streams, very few from science streams have managed to get jobs. This m:
notnecessarily be due to fewer opportunities for science students, as many of them optfor higher
studies, but the numbers are far too small to demonstrate any clear industry interest either.

So far, 884 job offers have been made to 809 students with some receiving multiple offers. A total of
1,425 students had registered for placements, but 29 opted out during the first phase. As of December
23, 67.1% of BTech students, 74.9% of dual degree students and 49.8% of MTech students have been
placed. The placement process that began on December 1 saw 230 companies visiting the campus.

The 809 jobs include 38 pre-placement offers that were accepted. All such offers were made to BTech
and dual degree students with 34 of them going to students in — computer science, electrical, chemica
and mechanical engineering.

Among the BTech and dual degree students, 103 out of 117 computer science students and 143 out of 202 electrical engineering students gotjobs in th
first phase. Mechanical, metallurgy, engineering design, engineering physics, civil and aerospace departments also saw around 60% of their students
getting placed. Overall, there were 67 students who got double offers and eight who got triple offers.

In case of PhD students, 13 out of 70 who had registered for placements got jobs. Among science streams, only two out of 21 MSc Chemistry students
were offered jobs. In maths, one out of 21 students secured jobs while in physics, none of 11 registered MSe students managed to get an offer. Overall,
only three out of 53 MSc students were placed.
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UPA Gowvt has destroyed
higher education sector

KUMAR CHELLAPPAN =
CHENNAI

Future generation will
remember the tenure of the
UPA Government as the dark-
est era of the country’s higher
education sector, according to
South India’s leading educa-
tionists, intellectuals and edu-
cational entrepreneurs. “The
callousness and apathy of the
Manmohan Singh Government
has destroyed the country’s
higher ecﬁxcation sector,”
charged G Viswanathan , pres-
ident, Education Promotion
Society of India, an apex body
of the country’s educationists
and intellectuals.

Addressing reporters at the
end of a one-day conclave
organised by EPSI in Chennai
on Friday, Viswanathan, who is
also the chancellor of the
Vellore Institute of Technology
said there was total uncertain-
ty and chaos in the field of
higher education. “The educa-
tion system in the country is
facing all round uncertainty.
The present situation has come

only because of the indifferent
and irresponsible behaviour of
the Union Government,”
Viswanathan said.

“A Supreme Court order
has made All India Council of
Technical Education (AICTE)
redundant. It was the AICTE
which was acting as a regula-
tor of the country’s engineer-
ing and management degree
courses. As on date there is a
big vacuum in the area of
engineering and management
education,” he said. -

Though the University
Grants Commission has come
out with the draft of a series o
regulations, the educationists
felt it was re in nature,
Viswanathan said. “According
to the UGC proposal, all con-
trolling authorities would be
left with the universities to
which the engineering and
management colleges are affil-
iated. No other stake holders
were consulted by the UGC
while p the draft reg-
ulations,” he said.

He pointed out that edu-
cationists were unanimous in

their view that the affiliation
system itself destroys the qual-
ity of higher education. “There
are more than 1,000 colleges
affiliated to Usmania University
while there are more than 500
colleges affiliated to Anna
University in Chennai. How is
it possible for a single univer-
sity to regulate and monitor the
quality of technical education
in the country;” he asked.

The system of affiliation to
universities was prevalent only
in India, Bangladesh and
Pakistan. “All over the world, it
is autonomous colleges and
universities which determine
the quality of education and
teaching. We are still hanging
around with the colonial mind-
set,” said Viswanathan. |

The EPSI wants to make
higher education, especially
engineering and management
educatiog, accessible to all the
n an ing sections at
amablem regula-
tory regime is making the sec-
tor inaccessible to the common

man,’ said A Gnanam, former |
AICTE member.
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Building better universities
The regulatory mechanism for higher education should aim to ensure quality and
accountability, rather than leave institutions constrained by rules

C. Raj Kumar V

s the University Grants Commission

(UGC), the apex body regulating
higher education in India, marks its 60th
anniversary — it was inaugurated on De-
cember 28, 1953 — some introspection is
in order. The democratisation of the
higher education system and improved
and expanded access and opportunities
are some of the milestones of the last
half-a-century. However, there are con-
cerns expressed by all stakeholders that
the current models of governance of uni-
versities do not inspire confidence about
an appropriate framework to regulate
them. Several issues need to be examined
in the context of the existing framework
for regulating universities.

The existing model is based on deep
and pervasive distrust among regulators
over the possibility of universities doing
things on their own, and doing it well. The
current framework that require universi-
ties to ye constantly regulated by laws,
rules, regulations, guidelines and policies
set by the government and the regulatory
bodies have not produced the best results.

There are at least five factors that in-
creasingly govern such regulation. The

which universities could be identified on
the basis of indicators and assessment
criteria so that a number of them, public
and private, could be allowed to function
more autonomously than others. This
framework should allow upward mobil-
ity: universities should be able to fulfil a
specific set of goals to develop and reach
different stages of autonomy.
Thereis a case for changing the existing
regulatory framework that has a dispa-
raging attitude towards private universi-
ties. The model of distinguishing public
and private universities in terms of the
original source of funding — whether it
was created by the state or through pri-
vate initiatives — is archaic and has to be
reexamined. They have to be assessed on
the basis of their contribution, looking at

‘what they are doing as opposed to who

created them.

The regulatory model of governance
needs to focus on empowering public and
private universities with a view to achiev-
ing excellence. A large number of uni-

- versities will have to cater to the growing

demands and aspirations of Indian youth
to be educated and, in that process, em-
ployed. However, the regulatory bodies
have a critical responsibility to identify a

first relates to Central laws . select group of public and
and rules concerning uni- | Credible and private universities to em-
versities and higher educa- hw' power them to achieve
tion. A second concerns 0 global research excellence.

laws and rules of State gov- | benchmarked These objectives should
ernments. A third relates m “ go hand in hand; there is no
to rules, regulations and need to trump one over the
guidelines formulated by | agsessment need other. There is a need to
the UGC. A fourth one con- promote non-profit private
cerns rules, regulations t. h m ;mitv:::ity e;lueation; iﬁg,i-
and guidelines formulated anthropy of private indi-
by regulatory bodies such t. w viduals and corporate
as the Medical Council of | Varsities philanthropy have to be en-
India and the Bar Council couraged. The question of
of India. A fifth concerns orders and di- accountability is relevant both for public

rections passed by courts.

If there is one lesson we can learn from
the last 60 years of regulating universi-
ties, it is the need to reduce the burden.
But regulation in general and the govern-
ance of universities in particular have
certain important social objectives.

There are issues relating to quality and
accountability that need to be ensured,
and regulatory bodies should assume that
role and responsibility. That role needs to
significantly change from the existing
model to a more progressive approach
where universities are allowed to take
greater responsibility on their own.
There is a need to develop a framework of
Earned Autonomy for universities where
new forms of regulatory models are cre-
ated. This model can have a system in

and private Indian universities.

Not one Indian university figures today
as one of the top 200 in any of the major
rankings of universities in the world. In
fact, the debate relating to global rankings
of universities in India has matured into a
constructive dialogue initiated by the
UGC, the Ministry of Human Resource
Development, the Government of India
and the Planning Commission. Serious,
transparent and candid discussions are
being held about rankings and how to
improve the quality of universities. There
cannot be a better occasion than the 60th
year of the UGC for it to work towards a
specific set of targeted goals in a time-
bound manner that will bring some Indi-
an universities to the top 200 list.

It is worth examining the achieve-
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ments in establishing and developinguni- based on research, publications and cita-

versities of global excellence in Asian
countries, particularly in China, Hong
Kong, Japan, Singapore, South Korea,
and Taiwan. This will reveal that an ex-
traordinary impetus to seek the trans-
formation of universities has been
undertaken in the last two decades for
universities in Asia to be among the top
200. India will do well to draw inspiration
from some of these experiences from
Asian neighbours. .

The heart of university education is
research and knowledge-creation. But
teaching informs research and research
contributes to better teaching. India
needs a lot more colleges, particularly un-
dergraduate institutions that will fulfil
al_le dreams and aspirations of young In-

ia,

India’s Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER)
is a matter of concern and the demo-
graphic dividend we hope to achieve will
be possible only if we provide opportuni-
ties for quality education to young people.
The regulatory framework ought to make
an important distinction between the
role of colleges in promoting access to
higher education on the one hand and the
larger focus of universities in India,
which should be to create knowledge and
promote research and scholarship lead-
ing to publications.

One of the reasons for Indian universi-
ties not figuring among the top 200 is that
since Independence our focus on expand-
ing the higher education sector to provide
access has led to a situation where re-
search and scholarship have been ne-
glected. We need to strike a balance.

Over 60 per cent of the criteria used to
assess the quality of universities are

tions. We can make amends for this by
recognising that different universities are
situated to achieve different sets of im-
portant educational goals and objectives.
Not all universities need to be research-
oriented. Nowhere in the world is that the
case. A systematic, coherent, and trans-
parent approach is needed to determine
the suitability of universities to pursue
objectives of excellence. X

The way forward

If we accept the proposed theory of
regulation, there should be a greater fo-
cus on the establishment of universities
and the need to maintain higher stan-
dards and sharper scrutiny at the time of
establishment. ;

Gradually, the scrutiny of universities
before starting programimes or schools

, should come down, as they are expected

to assume greater responsibility in having
self-regulating mechanisms and internal
m mshmould changemm The role of

tors , as the purpose
after the establishment of the universi-
ties would be to empower and enable
them to perform better. But for this to be
effective, tools of assessment that are
credible and internationally bench-
marked should be developed.

The vision, nature, and scope of regu-
lation of universities will determine the
ability of higher education institutions to
fulfil their goals of academic excellence
and research achievements with a view to
helping India establish a knowledge
society. ‘

(The writer is the Founding Vice-
Chancellor of O.P. Jindal Global Univer-
sity. Email: ve@jgu.edu.in) 3
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Make accreditation

mandatory for
open varsities: UGC

Advisory council to approve research proposals

NEW DELHI: The University
Grants Commission (UGC)
has proposed bringing ina
system of mandatory ac-
creditation and periodic as-
sessment of performance
of all the higher education-
al institutions offering dis-
tance learning pro-
grammes, seeking to
ensure that courses match
the quality of those offered
at class-room teaching
mode.

In its draft regulation for
open and distance learning
programmes, it also sought
to bring in a provision for ex-
ternal audit of all the self-
study materials by “eminent”
experts before they are
launched by an institution.

The commission, which
will now be regulating all the
higher educational institu-
tions offering courses in dis-
tance mode, also sought to
tighten the norms for institu-
tions offering post-graduate
research programmes includ-
ing M Phill and PhD.

The draft regulations of
the commission make it
mandatory for all the institu-
tions to set up a research ad-

\

BT R

The draft regulations
make it mandatory for
all the institutions to
set up a research advi-

saory council consisting
of at least three exter-
nal experts of emi-
nence in the broad area

E of research.

HHHTHBHB BRI

visory council consisting of at

least three external experts
of eminence in the broad area
of research.

All the research proposals
will have to be approved by
the research advisory council
before candidates are en-
rolled as a research student
of the institution offering post
graduate research pro-
grammes in distance learning
mode.

“No higher educational in-
stitution offering open and
distance learning pro-
grammes will enrol any re-
search candidate in any broad
area of research programme
unless it has adequate num-
ber of eligible guides as per

the commission’s norms,” the

- commission stipulates.

Permanent members
These research guides should
be permanent members of
the faculty of such institutions
in the broad area of studies
to be offered by it to students,
itadds.

Institutions will be recog-
nized by the UGC for offering
open and distance learning
programme only for five
years, which will be extended
only after review of their per-
formance.

Institutions offering dis-
tance learning programme
will have to establish a Centre
for Internal Quality Assur-
ance (CIQA) within one year
from the date of Regulations
coming into force.

Though the commission
seeks to allow the institutions
enjoy their administrative
and academic autonomy, it
reserves its powers to carry
out periodic inspection and
take action for violation of the
regulations, the norms and its
guidelines, either on its own
or on receiving such com-
plaints. . '

DH News Service
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UGC Sets Rules for
Open Learning

URMIAGOSWAMI

NEW DELHI

The University Grants Com-
mission, the highereducation
regulator, has proposed mini-
mum requirements for insti-
tutions offering open and dis-
tance degree programmes to
ensure that courses maintain
acertainstandard.

The government is focusing
on this route to widen access
to college and university de-

_ grees, given that there aren’t
‘enough places in regular
courses to meet demand. UGC
issued the draft Open and Dis-
tance Learning Institutions
‘and Programmes of Study
regulations last week, invit-
ing comments from stake-
holders before they are final-
ised. Only higher education
institutions with a minimum
10 years of classroom teach-
ingexperience will be allowed
to provide open and distance
courses, according to the draft
rules. No standalone institu-
tions will be-allowed to run
open and distance learning
programmes, though those al-
ready running will continue.

Deemed universities that of-
fer only distance learning
won't be allowed. Pro-
grammes being offered
through the distance educa-

| tion route will have to be as-
- sessed by an internal quality
| assurance centre every year.
| Independent third-party audi-

ts will have to be made once in
three years and programmes
will be assessed and accredit-
ed through an authorised
body once in five years. Per-
mission to run the pro-
grammes will need to be
granted every five years.

UGC will have the power to
inspect the infrastructureand
other facilities provided by
the institution for open and
distance learning. Any insti-
tution wanting to set up a
learning centre outside the ju-
risdiction of the parent insti-
tution will have to get permis-
sion from the state where the
centre is tobe opened.

The higher education insti-
tutions will have to make pub-
licly available all information
on facilities and programmes
offered under open and dis-
tance learning. Any false
claimscanresultin UGC with-
drawing- permission to run
such courses. The regulations
are based on therecommenda-
tions of NR Madhava Menon
committee that suggested
measures to regulate stan-
dards of education imparted
through distance courses. The
draft regulations form part of
the process that will lead to
the setting up of a separate
regulatory authority as sug-
gested by the Menon commit-
tee. The proposed Distance
Education Council of India
will have tobeset up througha
central legislation.
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- Stings, scams and science

P Publishing fake

- research papers is
a flourishing
business in India
and China.

Dinesh C. Sharma

e global landscape
for scientific research
is fast changing. Go-
ing by criteria such as

national spending on research
and development (R&D) and
scientific publishing, the axis
appears to be shifting from
America and Europe to Asia and
elsewhere. India, China, Brazil
and Korea have significantly
stepped up their efforts in the
scientific arena in the past dec-
ade or so.

China and India are among
the top 10 countries in terms of
the number of research papers
published annually. China has
surpassed the UK and other Eu-
ropean countries to emerge as
the second most prolific pub-
lisher of research papers, next
only to the US. India ranks sev-
enth in this list.

IT'S ARACKET

The overall quality of research
papers published by academics
in India and China, however,
leaves much to be desired. Two
separate sting or undercover
operations have recently re-
vealed that scientific publica-
tions are virtually on sale in
India and China.

One can get published any
fake research paper with as-
tounding findings such as new
cures for cancer in several Indi-
an journals by making a cash
payment, while in China scien-
tific authorship or data can be
bought with money without any
need to do research, sting oper-
ations carried out by the journal
Science have revealed.

The first sting exposed fraud
in scientific publishing globally,
and it seems India leads in this
business. Thousands of scientif-
ic journals are published from
India covering practically every
field of science. Most of them
fall in the category of ‘open ac-
cess’, meaning they can be ac-
cessed online by anyone
without paying any fee. Open

~

This Is not how science ‘research’ is always done. — G.P. Sampath Kumar

access journals are sustained by
the processing or publication
fee paid by the authors or in-
stitutions they belong to, while
subscription-based journals are
not available for free online.

The system of open access
journals came into vogue a dec-
ade ago wjth the legitimate ob-
jective of making scientific
research accessible to academ-
ics in poor countries. It was felt
that subscription-based jour-
nals such as Nature or The Lan-
cet were unaffordable to
academics and researchers in
poor countries.

Both open access and sub-
scription-based journals are
supposed to rigorously examine
a research paper through a sys-
tem of peer-review before they
publish it. But, as the expose
shows, some publishers have re-
duced open access publishing to
aracket.

In an operation that lasted 10
months, science journalist John
Bohannan concocted a research
paper describing the anti-can-
cer properties of a chemical ex-
tracted from a lichen. He sent
304 versions of this paper with
fake and utterly flawed data to
open access journals.

Names of scientists and in-
stitutions were all fake (such as
Dr Onoohaw D. Induah from

Iyeparroo Doctor’s College, Ma-
lawi or Dr Ocorrafoo Cobange
from Wassee Institute of Med-
icine). The spoof paper sounded
credible but contained grave er-
rors. Surprisingly, more than
half of the journals accepted the
paper and a bulk of them were
based in India (at locations such
as Bijapur, Jaipur, Chidamba-
ram, Udaipur, Srinagar, Chen-
nai, Mumbai, etc). As email
trails show, journal editors were
quick to accept papers and send
invoices along with bank ac-
count details.

About a third of the journals
were based in India — visibly or
as revealed by the location of
editors and bank accounts —
making it the world’s largest
base for open access publishing,
says Bohannan in the expose
published in Science. i

As many as 64 India-based
journals accepted the flawed
paper and just 15 rejected it. The
US emerged as the next largest
base with 29 acceptances and 26
rejections. Even journals hosted
by top publishers — Elsevier,
Wolters Kluwer, Sage — report-
edly accepted the bogus paper.

THRIVING BLACK MARKET

The second investigation - also
carried out by Science - shows
that even mainline journals are

not impregnable for unscrupu-
lous scientists in China. The in-
vestigation has found a
“flourishing black market” in
academic publishing involving
shady agencies, corrupt scien-
tists, and compromised editors.

They are trading authorship
in research papers in top jour-
nals with globally accepted
benchmarks such as Science Ci-
tation Index (SCI) of Thomson
Reuters and Engineering Index
of Elsevier. Middlemen are sell-
ing authorship in research pa-
pers to be published in high
impact journals. Co-authorship
of research papers can be
bought for fees ranging from
$1,600 to $26,300.

Undercover reporters of Sci-
ence discovered various ways of
getting papers published in top
journals. The website of an op-
erator called Sciedit openly ad-
vertises — “Publish SCI papers
without doing any experi-
ments”. 3

Another has a ready stock of
abstracts for clients who need to
fet published fast, while some

ist titles of papers that only lack

authors. One such company
representative revealed that his
firm buys data from a national
laboratory in Hunan province.

Another common brokerage
method is bringing on authors

after a paper has gone through
peer review with a journal:
Some journals allow authors to
be added at a late stage in the
review process. Chinese re-
searchers are ready to buy au-
thorships in journals with a high
impact factor because they are
critical for getting promotions.

The two stings clearly show
that scientific publishing, par-
ticularly open access, has been
reduced to a scam in many
countries. It is child’s play to get
fake or flawed research papers
published in journals without
any peer review and scrutiny.

Scientists are using these
journals to increase the number
of research papers published by
them ssince it is directly linked to
promotions, incentives and oth-
er rewards in the academic
system.

COMMON MAN CONNED
Unethical practices in scientific
publishing are not new. Plagia-
rism, ghost writing, conflict of
interest have plagued mainline
research publications as well for
along time.

There have been several in-
stances of drug and chemical
companies surreptitiously get-
ting favourable mention for
their products or procedures in
research papers. Leading pub-
lishers have hosted sponsored
journals without disclosing the
source of income to readers.

The two scandals indicate
that the scale of fraud has been
institutionalised and has be-
come an industry in which cul-
pable scientists are becoming
partners. Even r-reviewed
journals are not above board, as
indicated in the Chinese scam.

Fraudulent research publish-
ing has severe implications for
the common man, as most med-
ical and science stories in media
are based on what appears in
scientific journals. Clinical
practices.of doctors are influen-
ced by research findings that ap-
pear in technical journals.

If research published in jour-
nals itself is compromised so
will be the news reported in
media. It is time researchers
and science academies woke up
and took corrective measures to
put an end to fraud in scientific
publishing.

(The writer is a science journalist
and author based in New Delhi)
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[IM-B will help
CBI revamp

appraisal system

AES NEWS NETWD

New Delhi: The Central Bu-
reau of Inwvestigation will
soon become the first police
organization in the country
to adopt modern perform-
ance appraisal system for its
personnel, on the linesof the
corporate sector being de-
signed in consultation with
expertsfrom Indian Institute
of Management, Bangalore.

The agency on Friday
signed a memorandum of un-
derstanding withIIM, Banga-
lore, and one of the aspectsis
to understand and supgest
changes in the performance
appraizal system of the CBI
which at present isdriven by
statistics. “For instance, one
of the issueswe need to exam-
ine 1= toredefine the existing
ways of measuring our work
output. Whether one RC ireg-
ular caseyor PE(preliminary
enquiry) should constitute
oneunitof work,” jointdiree-
tor R S Bhatti said.

Asof now, a major param-
eterfor the appraisalof aCBI
officer iz number of cases
successfully invest igated and
disposed. The agency will use
the relationship with the pre-
mier management institute
to bring a host of changes in-
cluding introduct ion of Man-
agement Information System
which will help senior offi-
cers across the countrymaoni-
tor the worlk being done by
subordinates in distant loca-
fions. Althoughthe worlo was
going on for the last six years

The CBl on Friday signed
an MoU with IIM,
Bangalore, and one of
the aspectsisto
understand and suggest
changes in the perform-
ance appraisal system
of the CBl which at
present is driven

by statistics

but it was the efforts of direc-
tor Ranjit 8inha and former
special director Saleem Al
which saw the Mol being
signed.

“Theohjectivesarewide in
scope and broad in range to
cover all aspects of the wor-
mngof CRI, right from human
resOlUrce management to per
formance management,
which are priority areas for
the CEL" Sinha said. The di-
rector asked officers con-
cerned to approach 1M, Ban-
galore, toundertake studyand
analy=is of core issues that af-
fect the competence of the CBI
and come up with scientific
and rational soclutions to
achieve excellence,
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MUMBAI: Come January and the
Indian Institute of Technology,
Bombay, will have its campus
filled with humanoid robots, F1
car simulators, 3D mapping and
other gizmos, with the beginning
of Techfest, Asia’s largest sclence
and technology festival.

Started way back in 1998, the
festival has grown every year, and
now attracts students from more
than 2,300 colleges across the
country. With such response and
hype, the marketing team of the
festival has roped in big names
as sponsors for this vear, ranging
from Facebook, Microsoft, GE
and Reliance,

State of AICTE

HT Mumbai

(roogle, Microsoft backing II'T-B’s tech festival

THE MARKETING TEAM WAS IN TALKS WITH
SPONSORS SINCE APRIL. WE HAVE SOME BIG
NAMES WITH US AND HAVE MADE USE OF ONLINE

ADVERTISING.

DIVYAM BANSAL, one of the organisers of Techfest

With a budget of almost Rs1.6
crore, the college will play host
to various academicians and
achievers, the most notable of
which are Bharat Ratna awardee
CNR Rao, entrepreneur Kanwal
Rekhi and Pranav Mistry, best
known for his work on the ges-
tural iInterface device SixthSense.

“The marketing team was in
talks with sponsors since April.
We have some big names with

us and have made use of online
advertising,” said Divvam
Bansal, one of the organisers.

Facebook, incidentally has
been roped in with a barter
deal where it has advertised the
Techfest through its website and
hoardings.

“This year, we focused on
barter deals and online adver-
tising which helped us save up a
lot. The Techfest advertising by

Page 11 of 15

Facebook has already received
over one lakh likes,"” said one of
the organisers from the market-
ing team.

According to sources, Intel
has emerged as one of the larg-
est sponsors with Rs4 lakh while
Microsoft has come up with
around Rs3 lakh.

The upcoming general elec-
tions made it hard for the stu-
dents to find domestic spon-
sors. Also, they do not have as
many options as the cultural fest,
Mood Indigo. “For Mood Indigo,
sponsors from sectors such as
apparels also chip in. However,
most electronic, telecom and
other digital sectors prefer to be
associated with the tech fest,”
said a student.

There are numerous issues that plague the higher education system, the most important being the myriad private
institutions coming up without adequate checks and balances (Dec. 27). These institutions act as a ticket to MNC jobs
and have in a way eroded the sanctity of knowledge-based education. The role of the state becomes even more crucial in
creating a nimble-footed and dynamic system to sustain the growth story of India. Without an education system that is
ethical, India faces the danger of losing its competitive advantage not only to China and Brazil, but also to smaller
developing nations like Malaysia and the Philippines.

Shashank Shekhar Pandey,

Jaipur

Kevwords: AICTE

Printable version | Dec 28, 2013 12:12:06 PM | http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/letters/state-of-aicte
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Illegal construction at IIT-M?

Staff Reporter

IIT-Madras has cleared more than 52 acres of forest, including 8,000 trees, between 2001 and 2013, for 39 renovation
projects and new constructions within the eco-sensitive campus, activists have charged.

Addressing a press conference here on Friday, member of CMDA monitoring committee M.G. Devasahayvam said, “We
are facing grave danger. According to the understanding with the State government, II'T-M will not build on more than
15 per cent of the land. Starting from 2001, there has been rapid increase in construction. That is a violation of the
basic understanding... IIT-M is supposed to set an example. But they are setting a negative example.”

Activists at the press meet called for a halt on all construction activity inside IIT-M, pending an independent
investigation into the allegations.

“We are shocked by IIT's disregard for the environment,” said Nityanand Jayaraman of Chennai Solidarity Group, that
released a report titled ‘City in the Forest: The birth and growth of IIT-Madras.’ The research used Google Earth
satellite images to identify construction and estimate loss of forest cover.

The IIT-M campus was carved out of the Guindy forests in 1958, he said, and contains some of the last remnants of the
Southern thorn forests and is home to the endangered blackbuck, pangolin, monitor lizard and star tortoise.

Construction projects inside institutional areas require CMDA approval. Major construction projects also require
environmental clearance. When such projects fall within 10 km of a national park, they require additional approvals —
from the Supreme Courtand the National Board of Wildlife, according to Mr. Jayaraman.

According to the report, the natural environ ment in the campus will not be able to withstand noise pollution caused by
cultural events such as Saarang that bring in more than 50,000 visitors and 13,000 vehicles for five nights of loud
music, dance and cultural programmes.

Responding to queries from The Hindu, Bhaskar Ramamurthi, director of IIT-M, said he had not received a copy of the
report. The II'T-M ad ministration is very conscious of protecting the green cover on campus, he said.

“The number of students has increased from 2,500 in 1985 to 8,000 in 2013, so we have no option but to cut trees.
However, we have made use of construction techniques to ensure fewer trees are cut, and have planted trees every
time. We have documents for every tree cut (with permission from the forest department) and planted,” said Dr.
Ramamurthi. In fact, the tree cover has only increased in the past 10 years, he said.
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India to be world’s third
largest economy by 2028

LONDON: India will beat Japan to
grab the position of the world's
third-largest economy in 2028,
according to London-based think-
tank Centre for Economics and
Business Research (CEBR), which
also forecast China to overtake
the US for the top position. PT
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Tharoor PETA's 'person of the year'

PTI Posted anline: Fri Dec 27 2013, 17:58 hrs
Thiruv ananthapuram : Union Minister of State for HRD Shashi Tharoor has been chosen as "Person of the Year” by
animal rights campaigner PETA (People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals) for initiating steps for animal protection.

Tharoor used the power and prestige of his office to advocate for the protection of animals, a PETA release said.

He had encouraged the Mational Council of Educational Research and Training to examine PETA's Central Board aof
secondary Education approved-'"Campassionate Crizen humane' -education programme far incarparation into its
texthooks.

Tharaor, representing Thiruvananthapuram in the Lok Sabha, is also supporting the use of non-animal methads for
teaching students and training teachers, it said.

“WWe are thankfulto Tharoar far hiswark and for recognising that animals deserve kindness and consideration”, says PETA
India CEQ Poorva Joshipura.

Tharoor's ather efforts to help animals include writing a letter to Health Minister Gulam Mabi Azad urging him to imple ment
nan-animal methods of teaching in medical courses.

"In addition, he urged the Mational Council for Teacher Education to ban the use of animals, such as for dissection, in
training teachers," it said.

Artars Hema Malini and R Madhavan were previous recipients of PETA India's Persan of the Year Award, the release
added.

Activists allege loss of forest cover at IIT-Madras

Divya Chandrababu, THN | Dec 28, 2013, 12.32 AM IST
CHENNAL: Indian Institute of Technology-Madras' need for expansion in order to accommodate the
growing number of students should be met by an alternate campus, say activists, demanding a halt to
new constructions and preservation of forest cover.

A report, 'City in the Forest: The Birth and Growth of IIT-M,' released by the Chennai Solidarity Group
on Friday, claimed that the institution cleared more than 52 acres of forest by axing about 8,000 trees
between 2001 and 2013, to facilitate about 41 projeets, four of which are proposed. IIT-M has said the
allegations are incorrect as most buildings were constructed on existing footprint by adding more levels
and reconstructing old buildings.

Speaking to reporters, activists alleged that ITT-M had neither sought necessary clearances from the

Chennai Metropolitan Development Authority (CMDA) nor obtained environment clearances. They

have demanded an independent committee to probe into the allegations and penalize the institution if it
was found to have flouted norms.

"Being a government institution, IIT-M has a wrong notion that they need not apply for clearances. Had they applied they would have never got
CMDA's permission,” said former CMDA monitoring committee member M G Devasahayam. The campus, carved out of the 'Deer Park’, was allotted by
the state government in 1959. A senior official of the CMDA told TOIL, "We have not given any clearances or planning permission to IIT-M so far. But we
have one file pending for building permission- I don't know if it is for a new proposal or an existing building.”

IIT-M needs to expand its infrastructure to accommodate a 54% inerease in student strength as mandated by the Centre in 2008. "All the buildings are
built as per the building code applicable as well as CMDA norms. We work closely with regulatory agencies, and everything is being done to comply
with the rules,” said Bhaskar Ramamurthi, director, IIT-M.



